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BID SPECIFICATIONS 
for 

Burrows Elevated Boardwalks 
ATV/Snowmobile Trail 
Materials & Installation 

 
1)  The Contractor shall be responsible for supplying, delivering, and 
installing four (4) ATV/Snowmobile Elevated Boardwalks across multiple 
wetlands located in the NENE & SENE of Section 10, T36N, R05E, Town of 
Little Rice (South), Oneida County, Wisconsin (see enclosed maps).  The 
project includes, but is not limited to, providing construction blueprints, 
site preparation (including minor brushing), supplying all labor, bridge 
materials and equipment necessary to satisfactorily complete this job. 
 
 
2)  SAMPLE PLAN, DESIGN AND BLUEPRINTS: 
 
A scaled sample plan that depicts the proposed design of the wetland 
crossings, materials to be used, and the dimensions of the structure must 
be submitted with each bid.  
 
The successful bidder must submit three (3) complete sets of construction 
blueprints to the Oneida County Forestry Office within 21 days of receiving 
notification of the acceptance of their bid. The construction blueprints 
must be signed and sealed by a professional engineer that is fully 
accredited to practice in the State of Wisconsin.  
 
The construction blueprints submitted by the successful bidder must meet 
all guidelines set forth by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
in the Bridge Guideline Pamphlet (PUB-CF-005 – 2003), as well as meeting 
all of the design, materials and loading requirements identified in the 
following Oneida County Forestry, Land, and Outdoor Recreation 
Department specifications for this project.  
 
 
3)  GENERAL CONSTRUCTION: 
 
The major components used to construct the boardwalk may consist of 
wood (pressure treated with preservatives), self-weathering steel, or a 
combination of said materials.   
 
The substructure of all boardwalks are to be designed, constructed, and 
installed so as to be capable of supporting a 19,000 lb vehicle load and a 
live load of 85 psf.     
 
The general project construction will consist of 4 boardwalks, (approximate 
lengths of 70 feet + 77 feet + 73 feet + 111 feet) totaling an overall 
completed length of approximately 331 linear feet (+/- 5 feet).  Each 
boardwalk may have multiple sections based on the contractor’s analysis.  



 2

Each boardwalk may need to have multiple angled sections so they flow 
appropriately along with the trail.  The boardwalk length was determined by 
Oneida County & the Department of Natural Resources wetland specialists. 
There is high-ground in between each boardwalk.  These areas were 
marked and do not need any modifications unless the ground was 
disturbed during construction.  All boardwalks are located within an 800 
foot stretch of the trail.  (see attached maps) 
 
Upon completion, the finished slope of the approaches or any part of the 
boardwalks shall not exceed that of an 8% grade. 
 
With the exception of the piling and abutment ends, no component of the 
structure can touch the wetland, but shall be as close to the wetland 
surface as possible.   
  
The end of the boardwalk shall be designed and installed in such a way so 
the difference in height between the top of the wear-deck and the existing 
ground surface does not exceed 4.0 inches.  No fill material can be placed 
in wetland areas.    
 
 
4)  PRESERVATIVES AND/OR PRESERVATIVE TREATMENTS: 
 
All wood preservatives used on this project must be deemed permissible 
for our intended use as a wetland crossing by the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources.  In addition, all preservatives and/or preservative 
treatments used on any wood components used in this project shall be in 
accordance with the guidelines set forth by the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation Section 507. 
 
If wooden components are used in the substructure of the project (i.e. 
piling, cap timbers, abutments, pier/abutment bracing material, 
pier/abutment backing planks, stringers, joists, spread footings, and the 
like) said components must be treated with one of the following 
preservatives:(penta or copper napthenate).  
 
The following wood preservatives are among those that can be considered 
for use in conjunction with the construction of this project’s bridge sub-
deck: AC2, ACZA, penta or copper napthenate.  Note: all other 
specifications pertaining to the use of wood preservatives and/or 
preservative treatments for this project remain in force and should be used 
by contractors in selecting the preservative to be used. 
 
 
5)  PILING, PIERS, AND ABUTMENTS: 
 
The structure shall be founded on DRIVEN PILE that is sufficiently capped 
to provide a foundation for the project’s superstructure (i.e. 
stringers/joists, and deck).  
 
Piles cannot be augured, jetted or pushed into the ground. 
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Piling material can be either wood or steel so long as the overall length, 
diameter and material used for the piling is sufficient to achieve the loading 
requirements specified for this project.   
 
Oneida County will not supply soil information for this project.  If the 
contractor deems site-specific soil information is necessary, it is 
understood that it will be the responsibility of the contractor to obtain this 
information independently.      
 
Piles are to be driven a minimum of twelve feet below grade.  The 
successful bidder shall determine the driven length of the pile beyond 12 
feet.  
 
The contractor will be required to submit written verification that each 
installed pile is capable of supporting the loading requirements specified 
for this project (ex. pile driving record).   
 
 
6)  DECK CONSTRUCTION: 
  
The boardwalk deck shall be comprised of two separate wooden layers.   
 
       Sub-deck (layer 1):   
 
The sub-deck must be at least 2 inches thick, and shall consist of pine 
pressure treated with one of the following preservatives: AC2, ACZA, penta 
or copper napthenate. 
 
The sub-deck shall be installed perpendicular to the stringers/joists. 
 
The sub-deck shall be attached to the stringers/joists with the appropriate 
hardware so the affected structure is able to withhold the capacity of the 
vehicle/live load (See above #3).   
 
The above mentioned hardware and attachments shall be described and 
pictured in the blueprints.      
 
Wear-deck (layer 2):   
 
The wear-deck must be at least 2 inches thick, and shall consist of either 
rough-sawn Oak or Ash.  
 
The wear deck (over the sub-deck) shall be installed flush against each 
other in a staggered longitudinal (i.e. parallel to bridge) pattern.  All wood 
joints shall be staggered a minimum of 2 feet apart.   
 
The wear deck shall be attached to the top of the sub-deck using at least a  
5/16 X 4” Climatek Coated – Rugged Structural Screw (RSS) or equivalent, 
approved for treated wood with a staggered 12” O.C. pattern.  These 
screws can be viewed at GRKFASTENERS.com.  
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Each terminal end of a board will have 2 screws.   
 
The head of the screws will be at least driven flush with the top of the 
board.   
 
 
7)  KICKER PLATE / CURB: 
 
A kicker plate/curb measuring 6” x 6” must be attached to both sides of the 
outer most edge of the deck for the entire length of the structure.   
 
The kicker plate/curb should be attached to the deck with the appropriate 
hardware designed to withstand a lateral load of 50 psf to the curb. 
 
The above hardware and attachments shall be described and pictured in 
the blueprints.   
 
The clear width between the kicker plates/curbs shall measure a minimum 
of 12 feet.  
 
No railing other than the kicker plate/curb described above will be required 
on this project.  
 
8)  All notes, comments, figures, dimensions, and the like that appear on 
the Burrows Elevated Boardwalk plans are to be considered part of the 
project specifications and this contract unless otherwise noted. 
 
9)  The successful bidder will be responsible for purchasing and/or 
supplying all necessary equipment and materials required to complete this 
project.  All wood materials on this project must be new, unused and within 
2 years of being produced.   
 
10)  The transition from the boardwalk on all ends to the existing ground 
must run smoothly.  If it is determined at the end of the project that the 
ends of the boardwalks are not even with the ground, the contractor may 
bring in pit-run fill to make the transition level and smooth.  The existing 
ground must remain undisturbed in all areas. 
 
11)  The installation contractor will be responsible for work site safety 
during all phases of construction.  Construction sites must be signed with 
appropriate reflectorized warning signs, and blocked off to prevent public 
access.  This trail will not be used for ATV’s during the construction period. 
 
12)  All installation / construction work on this project must be completed 
no later than November 30, 2012, 3:00 p.m.  For each 24-hour period 
entered beyond 3:00 p.m., November 30, 2012, a penalty of two hundred 
dollars ($200.00) per day shall be withheld from contractor’s 
reimbursement. 
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13)  On May 22, 2012, the Oneida County Forestry Department will facilitate 
an on-site Pre-Bid meeting for all contractors.  This meeting will be held to 
discuss the project site, specifications, access, boardwalk layout and all 
general items to help understand the project better.  This Pre-Bid meeting 
will be held at NOON at the intersection of Burrows Lake Road and the 
snowmobile trail as shown on the maps. 

 
14)  Access to the first boardwalk site is approximately ¾ of a mile from 
Burrows Lake Road.  Any access roads and/or trails that have been rutted 
or otherwise altered from their condition prior to construction must be 
returned to their original state before final reimbursement.  Contractors 
should evaluate project access prior to bidding to determine size and type 
of equipment that can be utilized without causing damage to trail, adjacent 
trees and is capable of negotiating access roads.  Matting on the trail for 
large equipment may be necessary during the project.  It is anticipated that 
the contractor may be required to perform minor trail brushing to obtain 
access and to position boardwalks.   
      
15)  The contractor is responsible for the following site cleanup procedure:  
Oneida County reserves the right to retain all extra building materials 
deemed advantageous to Oneida County (i.e. scrap wood, building 
hardware, and the like).  The contractor must notify Oneida County of any 
extra boardwalk materials prior to clean up and site inspection.  After 
Oneida County identifies extra building materials to be retained, the 
contractor is responsible for the complete removal and proper disposal of 
all remaining building material (i.e. unwanted scrap wood, hardware, metal, 
and the like).  Final payment will not be made to the contractor until the 
work site has been properly cleaned up. 
 
16)  All Federal, State, County, and local laws, permits, and regulations are 
to be adhered to by the contractor.  Oneida County will obtain all necessary 
permits. 
 
17)  INDEMNIFICATION / CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES 
The selected contractor shall at all times indemnify, defend and save 
harmless, the County and its officers and employees from claims, 
damages, losses, costs and expenses including reasonable attorney fees 
which Oneida County or its officers or employees may incur by reason of 
the breach of any term, provision, warranty or representation contained in 
the RFP or subsequent contract, or in connection with the enforcement of  
the contract, or for any negligent or unlawful act or omission of the 
contractor.  Neither party shall be liable to the other for any consequential 
damages except as expressly stated in the RFP or the contract. 
 
18)  WARRANTY 
The successful contractor shall provide a one-year warranty on the 4 
Burrows Elevated Boardwalks.  The period of this warranty shall start the 
day the final payment for the contract has been received by the contractor.  
The warranty shall include any defects on the boardwalk because of 
design, assembly or installation.  This would include: steel/wood truss 
structure, unattached boardwalk sections, piling not holding the full load, 
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gravel settling or broken ramp etc.  If any of these problems occur, the 
contractor will be required to fix the problem area within one month of 
notification by the County.   
 
 
 
BID PROCEDURE, CONTRACT, AND PAYMENT 
 
1)  Each bid should be accompanied by a bid guarantee in the form of a 
certified check, money order, or bond equal to 5% of the bid, payable to the 
Oneida County Forestry Department.  The bid guarantee of the successful 
bidder will be retained by Oneida County until the contract is signed and a 
performance bond is submitted (see item 2 below). 
 
2)  The successful bidder must submit a performance bond equivalent to 
25% of the lump sum bid.  The performance bond must be submitted to the 
Oneida County Forestry Department within 10 days of notification that the 
bid has been accepted.  The performance bond can be in the form of a 
bond, certified check, or money order, made payable to the Oneida County 
Forestry Department. 
 
3)  The contractor should submit a Certificate of Insurance that provides 
proof of both Liability and Worker’s Compensation insurance along with 
this bid.  Liability insurance limits are as follows: 
 
Oneida County is to be named as an additionally insured on all liability 
insurance policies. 
 
Liability 
General liability, bodily injury /             $1,000,000 each occurrence  
personal injury property damage         $1,000,000 aggregate 
 
Automobile liability, bodily injury;       $1,000,000 each occurrence;  
Property damage    combined single limit 
 
Umbrella Excess Liability Insurance    $1,000,000 each occurrence 
       Aggregate; combined single limit 

 
Worker’s Compensation insurance must be carried at statutory limits.  
 
4)  All bids should be submitted in a sealed envelope with the name of the 
“CONTRACTOR” and the project name “BURROWS ELEVATED 
BOARDWALKS PROJECT” clearly typed or printed on the outside of the 
envelope. 
 
5)  Oneida County will be responsible for reimbursement of the successful 
bidder.  Oneida County requires thirty-five (35) working days to process 
reimbursement claims.  Upon request, Oneida County will reimburse the 
contractor in two installments.  The first installment will be made upon the 
delivery of all materials to the construction site and the submittal of lien 
waivers that equal or exceed the amount of the payment requested.  The 



 7

first payment can not exceed 50% of the contract amount.  The second 
payment will be made upon the successful completion of this project in its 
entirety and the submittal of all lien waivers.  The second payment will be 
made out in the amount of the outstanding contract balance, less any 
penalty fees. 
 
6)  The following four items need to be included with your bid: a) completed 
bid form,  b) bid guarantee,  c) insurance certificate(s) that provide proof of 
both Worker’s Compensation and Liability insurance, and d) a sample plan 
of the proposed bridge design and materials. 
 
7)  Prevailing wages will apply on this project.  
 
8) Offer and Acceptance   
The proper submission of this proposal by the vendor will be considered 
as the vendor's offer to enter into a contract in accordance with the 
provisions set forth herein.  All terms of your proposal shall be binding for 
one hundred twenty (120) days from the date of the opening.  If your 
proposal is accepted and a contract issued, then your proposal and this 
notice for bids and its attachments will be incorporated into a contract 
between Oneida County and your firm, which shall contain additional 
contract terms and conditions agreed on by the parties, and no other 
agreement regarding the subject matter of this proposal shall be deemed to 
exist or bind any of the parties.  Acceptance will take place only upon 
award by the County, and execution of a contract by the proper county 
officials and you. 

 
Subcontractors. It is understood and agreed that contractor may contract 
with subcontractors who are not employees of contractor to complete 
some of the services performed hereunder.  All subcontractors must be 
approved by the County. Contractor shall remain personally responsible 
for all work completed and for all obligations under this agreement, despite 
the fact that as a matter of law, subcontractors may also incur liability.  
Contractor shall insure that all of its subcontractors comply with all 
requirements of this agreement.  Additionally, all subcontractors shall have 
insurance of the same types and in the same amounts required of the 
contractor by this agreement with the same provisions for naming the 
county as an additional insured and the same provisions for cancellation 
notice.   
  
Governing Law, Jurisdiction and Venue.  This agreement shall be 
construed and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Wisconsin.  Successful bidder hereby irrevocably submits to the 
jurisdiction of the state courts of the State of Wisconsin for the purpose of 
any suit, action or other proceeding arising out of or based upon this 
Agreement.  The parties further agree that the venue for any legal 
proceedings related to this Agreement shall be Oneida County, Wisconsin. 
  
Standard of Care.   The same degree of care, skill, and diligence shall be 
exercised in the performance of the Services as is ordinarily possessed 
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and exercised by a member of the same profession, currently practicing, 
under similar circumstances.  
  
Survival.  The warrantees, representations and covenants of this 
Agreement shall survive completion of the Services under this agreement 
or any termination of this Agreement. 
  
Equal Employment Opportunity.  Contractor hereby affirms its support of 
affirmative action and that it abides by the provisions of the “Equal 
Opportunity Clause” of Section 202 of Executive Order 11216 and other 
applicable laws and regulations. 
  
Contractor affirms its policy to recruit and hire employees without regard 
to race, age, color, religion, sex, sexual preference/orientation, marital 
status, citizen status, national origin or ancestry, presence of a disability or 
status as a veteran of the Vietnam era or any other legally protected status.  
It is contractor policy to treat employees equally with respect to 
compensation, advancement, promotions, transfers and all other terms and 
conditions of employment. 
  
Contractor further affirms completion of applicable governmental employer 
information reports including the EEO-1 and VETS-100 reports, and 
maintenance of a current Affirmative Action Plan as required by Federal 
regulations. 
  
Waiver. A waiver by either of the parties of any breach of this Agreement 
shall be in writing.  Such a waiver shall not affect the waiving party’s rights 
with respect to any other or further breach. 
  
Severability.  The invalidity, illegality or unenforceability of any provision of 
this Agreement or the occurrence of any event rendering any portion or 
provision of this Agreement void shall in no way affect the validity or 
enforceability of any other portion or provision of this Agreement or any 
Task Order.  Any void provision shall be deemed severed from this 
Agreement and the balance of this Agreement shall be construed and 
enforced as if it did not contain the particular portion or provision held to 
be void.  The parties further agree to amend this Agreement to replace any 
stricken provision with a valid provision that comes as close as possible to 
the intent of the stricken provision.  The provisions of this Article shall not 
prevent this entire Agreement from being void should a provision which is 
of the essence of this Agreement be determined void.  
  
Integration.  This Agreement, including issued Task Orders (and their 
respective attachments, if any), represents the entire and integrated 
agreement between the parties.  It supersedes all prior and 
contemporaneous communications, representations and agreements, 
whether oral or written, relating to the subject matter of this Agreement. 
  
Successors and Assigns. The parties each bind themselves and their 
successors, executors, administrators, permitted assigns, legal 
representatives and, in the case of a partnership, the partners, to the other 



 9

party to this Agreement and to the successors, executors, administrators, 
permitted assigns, legal representatives and partners of such other party in 
respect to all provisions of this Agreement. 
  
Assignment. Neither party shall assign any rights or duties under this 
Agreement without the prior written consent of the other party.  
  
No Construction against either party.  This agreement is the product of 
negotiations between the parties and was either reached with the advice of 
legal counsel or the opportunity to obtain legal counsel, and shall not be 
construed against either party.  
  
Multiple Originals.  This contract may be executed in multiple originals, 
each of which together shall constitute a single agreement. 
  
Captions. The parties agree, that in this contract, captions are used for 
convenience only and shall not be used in interpreting or construing this 
contract. 
  
No Partnership or Joint Venture.  This contract shall not in any way be 
deemed to create a partnership or joint venture between the parties to the 
agreement. 
  
Statutory Protections.  It is agreed by the parties that nothing in this 
contract, including but not limited to indemnification and hold harmless 
clauses, shall in any way constitute a waiver on the part of the County of 
any immunity, liability limitation or other protection available to the County 
under any applicable statute or other law.  To the extent that any provision 
of this contract is found by any court of competent jurisdiction to conflict 
with any such legal protection, then whichever protections, either statutory 
or contractual, provide a greater benefit to the County shall apply unless 
the County elects otherwise. 
  
Compliance with Laws.  The parties agree to comply with all applicable 
Federal, State and local codes, regulations, standards, ordinances, and 
other laws. 
  
Open Records Compliance. Contractor understands and agrees that, 
because County is a party to this contract, provisions of the Wisconsin 
Open Records Law and other laws relating to public records may apply to 
records kept by Contractor.    Contractor agrees to fully comply with such 
laws, and to cooperate with County in its compliance with such laws.  
Cooperation shall include, but not be limited to, the provision of records, or 
copies of records to County or others upon the request of county.  
Compliance and cooperation of contractor's shall be at its sole cost and 
expense.   
 
Amendment.  No amendment of this contract shall be binding unless in 
writing and signed by all of the parties. 
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Notices.  Any notice required by this Agreement shall be made in writing to 
the address specified below: 
  
County:   Oneida County 
       P.O. Box 400 
              Rhinelander, WI 54501 
  
Contractor:    ___________________ 
    ___________________ 
    ___________________ 
    ___________________ 
  
  
Nothing contained in this Article shall be construed to restrict the 
transmission of routine communications between representatives of the 
parties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 
All bids must be in a sealed envelope.   
NO FAXED BIDS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
 
Oneida County reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to select the 
bid most advantageous to Oneida County. 
 
Bids will be accepted until NOON on MONDAY, JUNE 4, 2012 at the 
following location: 
 
Oneida County Forestry Department 
1 North Oneida Ave. 
Oneida County Court House 
Second Floor, Room 28 B 
Rhinelander,  WI  54501 
Telephone:  (715) 369-6140 
 
 
 
*SPECIAL NOTE:  Please take into account the Wisconsin Gun Deer 
Season(s) when scheduling needed work days to complete this project.   
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BURROWS ELEVATED BOARDWALKS  
ATV/Snowmobile Trail 
Materials and Installation 
Bid Form 
 
 
 
A)  Total cost of materials delivered to site (including gravel if 

needed).   
 
$____________ 

          (Amount) 
 
 
B)  Total cost of all labor, equipment, and miscellaneous                        
construction.   
      

$____________ 
          (Amount) 
 
 
 
C)  Total Cost of Lump Sum (A+B above).  $____________ 
          (Amount) 
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BURROWS ELEVATED BOARDWALKS 
ATV/Snowmobile Trail 
Materials and Installation 
Contract 
 
 
 
Oneida County accepted ___________________________________________ 
      (Company Name) 
 
bid of $_____________________ for materials and installation of 4 ATV/  
  (Amount) 
 
Snowmobile Boardwalks across wetlands on_______ ___, 2012.  
 
Further, ________________________ agrees to be bound by all terms and  
  (Company Name) 
 
Conditions set forth in the bid materials and such terms and conditions are  
 
hereby incorporated into this contract. 
 
 
 
______________________________        ________________________ 
Name of Contractor                                   Contractor Signature 
 
 
________________ 
Date 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
John Bilogan 
Oneida County Forest Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


